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D Ghost or Shadow dog — tough to
see her when she is in the woods,
blends right in
D Twist tie — the end of her tail
resembles a twisted twist tie

February 16th — 10am to 1pm
Petco in Natick, MA
March 2nd — 2pm to 4pm
Especially for Pets in Sudbury, MA
March 16th — 10am to 1pm
Petco in Natick, MA
April 6th — 2pm to 4pm
Especially for Pets in Sudbury, MA

June 22nd — Paws in the Park
Our Second Annual Dog Walk
September 8th — Pet Rock 2002
The 4th annual Pet Rock will take
place at the Hebert Candy Mansion in
Shrewsbury, MA from Noon to 5pm.
Rain Date: September 15th.
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Jazz
Here’s a letter about one of our 2001
adoptee’s named Jasmine. It sounds
like you’ve found your true valentines
Jazz!
“Just thought that I would give you an
update on Jazz. We adopted her in
October of 2001. She is doing great
and loves the snow. Husky blood must
run somewhere in her veins because
she can spend a couple of hours out in
the snow and wants to go back out as
soon as we come in the house. She
and Abby, my 10 year old Jack Russell
Terrier, are buddies and run the
household. They both are bed dogs
and sleep on the couches. She has
lived up to "one of the most affectionate dogs we've had" from her description on the Save A Dog web site. Hugs
with her front legs are frequently dispensed, plus kisses.
She has acquired a few nicknames:

D Gracie — she practically falls
down the stairs she's in such a
rush.
D Rollup Dog — rolls into a tight
little ball on the couch
D Gizmo — acts like a Gremlin at
times

Jazz likes water and will splash right
into it with abandon. Obedience work
is going extremely well. Jazz comes
100% of the time, does not run off,
will stay for 3-4 minutes and successfully performs recalls, sits on command, walks, heels and whoas on both
my right and left sides, and she even
points game. Sometimes even a sparrow, crow, or squirrel! She also is an
absolute hit with children. They adore
her and she is wonderful with them.
She plays, follows them around, never
jumps on them or knocks them down,
naps with them.
Needless to say, we are very pleased
with Jazz and enjoy her tremendously.
Thank you for the privilege of adopting Jasmine.
Russ and Deborah”

D

My Furry Valentine

(what we love about our dogs)
By The Save A Dog Volunteers

I Love the way:
D Toby dances on the stone walls
when we walk in Willards Woods.

D Champ sings for joy (Woowoo!)
when I come home from work.
D 2K puts his head on the bed and
looks at us with velvet eyes when
he wants an invitation to come up.
D Riley snuggles under the covers
when we nap on the couch.
D Malcom the bloodhound howls in
the park and everyone says how
great he sounds.
D Chomper throws her head back and
smiles.
(continued on page 5)
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The Year in Review
The year 2001 was a very busy year for Save A Dog. In April
we began publishing Paws For Thought, our quarterly newsletter, and the response was wonderful. We really enjoy being
able to keep in touch with previous adopters and making new
friends via our newsletter. In May Especially For Pets hosted a
Doggie Train-A-Thon and donated the proceeds to Save A
Dog. Trainers worked on basic obedience skills with groups of
dog owners, offering advice and educating people on how to
encourage good behavior in their dogs. This past spring also
saw the inception of Feral Fix, our program that spays and
neuters feral cats and returns them to their colony. Over 40 kittens were tamed and placed in good homes as a result of this
program.
In 2001 we forged new alliances with several area shelters and
have been able to assist them in placing adoptable, loving dogs
into great homes. In particular, we were able to place some
wonderful dogs from the Lowell pound and Boston area shelters. We placed 3 very, very large dogs this year, an English
Mastiff mix and two purebred Saint Bernard dogs who had
been given to their owners as gifts.
In the Fall of 2001 we participated in Pet Rock and won Best
Banner in the Adoptable
Dogs Parade. We also
hosted Paws In The Park,
our first annual dog walk,
on September 30th. This
was our first major event
after September 11th, it
was inspiring to see the
Search and Rescue dog
demonstration. In case you
missed it, the article on
page 3 reviews what a great time we had. As Fall gave way to
the holiday season we worked as charity gift wrappers at Barnes and Noble in Framingham. We also had success with fundraising at the Natick Mall's Charity Night. And, Petco in
Framingham made us the beneficiary of their ornaments of
hope program.
Throughout the year we participated in some large rescues,
transporting unwanted dogs from the south into this area to
find wonderful homes. Our interview with Georgette, our rescue link to the south, is on page 4. We held a volunteer appreciation night to celebrate our 500th adoption, and continued to
spay and neuter all dogs before placing them into loving
homes. While this year was filled with many successes, we
also had some sadness. We lost some valued and loved members of our rescue community. Sushi the cat, who helped cattest many of our dogs. Tyson, a beloved English Mastiff who
lost a long and hard-fought battle with congestive heart failure.
And Mickey, a bassett hound who was a wonderful dogbrother for a Save A Dog alumni, Bear. D
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Griffin. A Love Story!
The valentine love letters keep arriving, and we’re loving every minute of it! Here’s one for a sweet little guy
now named Griffin. Way to go Griffin!
“Just wanted to give you and update regarding the
puppy formerly known as ‘Little Max’! We have
renamed him Griffindor, (from Harry Potter) and we
call him Griffin for short. Very appropriate as a Griffin
is a mythical winged lion.
Griffin is WONDERFUL!!!!! We love him! He's fun,
clever (very) and quite handsome. Over the 10 days
since he joined our family he has grown quite a bit. He
is just about 100% housebroken which he has accomplished, I'm sure, through the wonderful care he
received from his foster family, his association with our
14 year old Husky (Sergei), and his own brilliance,
without a crate or newspapers or any such help. He
comes readily to a whistle and his name, sits, stays and
responds with immediate gentleness to the word
"ouch"! He has been on long jaunts in the woods
almost every day, has been to both my daughter's elementary school and my son's preschool several times
and won the hearts of a multitude of adoring children
and grown-ups! He has even won over Segei who
understandably went around with distinctively squinty
eyes for the first two days...in fact...he now sleeps
under the bed with Sergei (an amazing privilege as this
is Sergei's private place!)
He's been to the vet for his shots and proudly wears his
rabies tag! Everyone at the Vet's office was impressed
by both the puppy and the fact that he had already been
neutered!
I cannot say enough good things about him! He is truly
a joy and we cannot thank Save a Dog and his Foster
family for taking such good care of him and for the
opportunity to add him to our family!
Thanks!
Mel”

D

P.O. Box 1108 • Framingham, MA • 01701-1108

(508) 877-1407

Paws in the Park – 2001
Bedford, MA was teeming with
dog fun on Sunday, September
30th, at Save A Dog's first
annual Paws in the Park dog
walk at the Veteran's Administration Hospital grounds. The
one-mile course was marked
with paw prints for people and
dogs to follow, and the chilly
weather made us wish we were
handing out hot chocolate along the way, instead of water!
At the end of the day, our Treasurer, Dave Bernier, reported
the fund-raising tally was just over $4600, we netted over
$3500 - all of which goes to the dogs! Save A Dog’s President, Shirley Moore, commented "That's unbelievable for a
first dog walk. I'm so heartened and encouraged. Thank
you, everyone!"
These funds allow us to help dogs with extraordinary circumstances. Dogs like Minnie, a beagle who required
heartworm treatment before she could be adopted. Dogs
like Lucy, who came to us pregnant and delivered 9 puppies
5 weeks later. And dogs like Keno, an ACD mix puppy,
who traveled long distances to come here where we found
him a home. Our standard adoption donation defrays most
of the costs for healthy dogs, but fund-raisers like Paws In
The Park enable us to save great dogs who need extra help
before they are ready for their forever-homes.
We raised money for a good cause, hosted a fun event for
dogs and their people, and made some new friends. The
demonstrations showed people things they can do with
their dogs, regardless of pedigree. Demonstrations, games
and contests went on all day, hosted by Jenny Norton, our
MC extraordinaire. The DJ, Ed Durazio, provided the
sound system and dog-themed music, and we even had a
live performance by country singer Laurel Michaels, who

donated some of her CDs to our Silent Auction.
The demos included:

D Fran Masters' talk about obedience competition and an
obedience demo with her dog and a current student.
Fran is an experienced competitor and instructor, and
her interactive demo set the tone for the day.
D Pam Enion and friends Wendy Wolfe, Kay McDonald,
and Cheryl Brickach ran their dogs on an agility course over jumps and through tunnels, a hanging tire and
weave poles. They set up some agility equipment outside the ring, and many people brought their dogs over
to try it out!
D Cheryl Oetting and her Search & Rescue (SAR) dog
Piper showed us how a dog is trained to find a lost person and bring her handler to that person. Cheryl
answered questions from the audience, and got some
volunteers to help in future SAR training.
D Pam Aparo and Sally Kindleberger gave a presentation
on child/dog safety, and the children watching were educated and entertained.
D Cheryl Oetting, Sue Nowak, Terry Chase and Cheryl
Brickach brought their Bernese Mountain Dogs and Old
English Sheepdogs for a Parade of Carts - the dogs were
harnessed and pulled a variety of small carts.
We so much appreciate the donations from our sponsors
and volunteers. In addition to supplies, goody bags and
prizes, they gave all the items for our silent auction - gift
baskets, gift certificates, pet supplies, pet portraits, even a
dog cabana!
Thanks also go to our loyal adopters who came out and
supported us, people who saw our publicity and came for
the walk, and our dedicated Save A Dog volunteers, who
contributed their time and energy to Paws in the Park - we
couldn't have done itwithoutyou D

Paws in the Park 2001 - Sponsors
We’d like to take this opportunity to thank all of our sponsors and everyone who donated items to our silent auction. The
silent auction raised $972, almost enough to cover the expenses of Paws in the Park 2001. Thank You all very much!
–
–
–
–
–
–
–
–
–
–
–
–

Best Friends Pet Resort and Salon, Sudbury, MA
Blue Fish Studio, Acton, MA
Tambourine Records, Arlington, MA
Bread and Circus, Bedford, MA
Cambridge Veterinary Care, Cambridge, MA
Canine University, Malden, MA
Coffee Pause, Agawam, MA
Cuttitta + Gillig Architecture, Somerville, MA
Especially for Pets, Sudbury, MA
Especially for Pets, Wayland, MA
Fi-dough, Somerville, MA
Ladies Little Miss, Bedford, MA
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–
–
–
–
–
–
–
–
–
–
–

Pet Companions, Somerville, MA
PETsMART, Inc., Peoenix, AZ
Pooch Palace, Watertown, MA
Southboro Veterinary Hospital, Southboro, MA
Purbeck Isle, Wysong, Gardiner, MA
Pam Anderson
Pam Aparo
John Boucher
Chris Cuttitta
Laurel Michaels
Leslie Zelamsky
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Interview with a Rescuer
By Pam Aparo

dogs dropped off on my doorstep. I also receive numerous phone calls from people who get my name via word
of mouth.
Q: If you offer one piece of advice to someone who
wants to adopt a dog, what would it be?
A: Be prepared to make a life long commitment!
Q: Are there any supplies that you need, or anything
that would help you in your rescue work?
A: I would really like to continue this work and would be
extremely grateful for any supplies and materials that
would assist in doing so. Things that come to mind are
dog crates, shampoo, leads, collars blankets, and especially a never-ending supply of dog/puppy food.
My greatest wish would be to have a van specifically
for the transportation of the rescue animals.
Q: Anything else you'd like to add?
Georgette kisses Poppy good-bye after a long trip
Georgette Mousseau is a powerful force in the dog rescue
community, and a valued member of our extended family.
She drives for hours on end to take unwanted dogs home in
North Carolina to the North East where they have a new life
waiting. I recently got to speak with her and asked her
about her work

Q: How long have you been rescuing dogs?
A: I have been rescuing dogs my whole life but have really
gotten very active in the past 6 years. It has become a
passion for me after seeing some of the senseless killing of some beautiful wanting dogs.
Q: So many of the dogs you send us are breeds we have
rarely see in rescue up here, especially the small
non-shedding breeds. Aren't these dogs in demand
in your area as well?
A: No! There is an overabundance of all types of dogs
(mixed and pure), toy breeds included. Unfortunately,
there aren't any strong spay/neuter programs that I am
aware of in this area and there aren't any leash laws, so
dogs are free to roam and breed. Also, there is no mandate that dogs be registered by their owners.

A: I would especially like to thank a few people who are
instrumental in aiding me with the rescue work here in
the south. Their names are Teddi Stamey, Lynn Looper,
and Dr. Melissa Zebley. Without their help, most of the
dogs we have rescued would have been gassed rather
than ending up in loving homes. I cannot thank them
enough!
Recently the Boston Globe reported on dogs that are being
brought up from shelters in North Carolina. The article
noted that there is a large demand for puppies and small
adult dogs in this area. These same dogs face euthanasia in
other parts of the country because there aren't enough good
homes for all of them. Moving these dogs to our area saves
their lives. By spaying and neutering the dogs before they
are adopted, Save A Dog ensures that we do not contribute
to overpopulation in our area. In addition, we can help local
people find the dog that best fits their life-style and needs
by working with a combination of local and out-of-state
shelters and rescues. Someday we hope that all areas of the
country will have enough homes for the dogs that live there,
but until then we will continue to help ease the burden of
homeless pets wherever we can. D

Q: Where do you find most of the dogs you rescue? Do
you work with local pounds or shelters or do people
just drop dogs off at your driveway?
A: I work with the Humane Society located in Hickory that
pulls animals from a local kill shelter. We also get dogs
from other “kill” shelters located in the western part of
North Carolina. On occasion, I've had puppies and
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Doggie Dates!
In and Around Boston with your favorite, four
footed, canine friend
By Sally Kindleberger

Bored? Tired? The winter
doldrums got you down?
Here are some ways to
spice up your lack-luster
life - places to go, restaurants to try, walks to roam,
and cozy getaways -- all
perfect for you and your
beloved pooch!

I love the way:
D Jake leans and falls in the door.

D Freddy curls up to sleep right in the middle of my chest,
just when I want to get up and go to work.
D My Chihuahua wrestles for hours with my cat.

Walks - Willard's Woods
Conservation Area --Located in Lexington this hundred
acre conservation area offers fields, meadows, streams,
ponds, cool pine forests and broad paths for walking. My
dog Toby, loves to come here to run, smell, swim and to
meet his doggie friends. This area reminds me of what the
Hundred Acre Wood, (Winnie the Pooh's domain) must
have looked like. You almost expect to meet Eeyore, Piglet,
Pooh or Owl romping with your dogs. Leashes are not
required here. Poop bags are conveniently left at entrances,
as are helpful bits of information, doggie newsletters, and
memorial notes to dogs that have died. It is a great place to
walk and meet up with other dog lovers.
Directions - From Rt. 128 take exit 32 to Middlesex Turnpike south, (becomes Lowell Street.) Turn right onto
Adams Street and then right again on North Street. Turn
left on Willard's Woods Road and continue a quarter mile to
the park. Parking is at the end of the dirt road. Open during
daylight hours.
Snacks for the Starving - There are several eateries in
downtown Lexington that have outdoor benches and/or
tables, so that you don't have to leave your dog out of the
fun. You might enjoy walking your dog around the historic
Lexington Green and then heading down Mass Avenue to
A.E. Sops Bagels or to Bertucci's for a quick pick me up.
Rest for the Weary - Battle Green Motor Inn, 1720 Mass
Avenue, Lexington 02173 (781) 862-6100- Not fancy but
they do take dogs for the night - the smaller the better. Call
in advance to discuss whether your dog qualifies.
Source Material - The Dog Lover's Companion to New
England, by JoAnna Downey and Christian J. Lau with
Beth Rogers. Published in 2001 by Avalon Travel Publishing Emeryville CA 94608. This book is beautifully laid out
and gives excellent information for place to go for lodging,
food, lodging, festivals and diversions. It is a great source.
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(continued from page 1)

D Baloo sings along with the sirens
on our street.
D Bear follows me around when I am going out to make
sure that I take him with me.

This edition featuring
Lexington, Massachusetts.

D

My Furry Valentine

D My dogs make me forget I had a bad day at work.
D My dogs keep me grounded with what is important - to
them a 99 cent tennis ball is more valuable than the
Hope diamond.
D Kenya "backs up" and sits on the couch (like a human)
and watches TV.
D Wendy takes me out for our walk during the most stressful part of my day.
D Angel puts all her toys around her bed and covers them
with her blanket.

National Pet Theft
Awareness Day
February 14th, known far and wide as Valentine’s Day, is
also National Pet Theft Awareness Day. Each year up to
two million pets are stolen. Of these two million only 10%
are every returned. Most are sold to research labs, puppy
mills and dogfighting rings. Here are a few simple things
that you can do to protect your pet from theft:

D Keep your pet indoors, especially when you are not at
home. Do not leave animals unattended in your yard.
D Keep your pet indoors when you are expecting a repairman or guests.
D Properly identify your pet with a collar and tag. Microchip your pet for added protection.
D Never leave an animal unattended in a car.
D Keep your pet on a leash whenever you go outside the
fenced in area of your yard.
D Spay and neuter your pets. Fixed animals are less likely
to stray from home.
D Do not tie your pet up outside a store to wait for you; it
only takes a minute for thieves to steal your pet.
If your pet was adopted from Save A Dog, please make
sure that your pet’s numbered Save A Dog ID tag is on his/
her collar, along with any other IDs that your pet might
have. If you never received a numbered Save A Dog ID tag,
please contact us and we’ll make sure you get one. D
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Happy Valentine’s Day From Save A Dog & Feral Fix
Framingham, MA 01701-1108
P.O. Box 1108
Save A Dog, Inc.

The Cost of Rescue
100% of all donations to Save A Dog are used for the care of the dogs rescued by our organization. Although Save A Dog
is frequently able to get veterinary services at a discount, there is still a substantial amount of money spent on vaccinations and medical services for each dog. The following are just a few of our many veterinary expenses:
$15
$15

- 1 Year Canine Rabies Booster
- 1 Year Distemper Booster

$7
$60

- 1 Dose Strongid Dewormer
- Puppy Spay/Neuter

$100 - Adult Neuter
$145 - Adult Spay

A typical puppy gets a series of 3 distemper boosters, 3 doses of dewormer and is spayed or neutered. Total Cost: $126. A
typical adult female gets spayed, 1 distemper booster, 1 rabies shot and 1 dose of dewormer. Total Cost: $182.
These are examples of just the very basic veterinary care provided to each dog. Often more veterinary care is required.
These examples also don’t include the normal cost of feeding the rescue dogs. Donations are always welcome and appreciated.

A Love Story. Tika!
“Dear Wendy
Arthur and I have had so much fun
with Tika (new name for Sophie)
this past week or so. She is a gentle
spirited dog although gets rambunctious at times. We were in New
Hampshire with her over Christmas. As you told us she loves the
snow. We went on many walks in the
woods and she did really well. She
seems to have bonded with us very
well.
We bought her a good number of
toys - a couple of which are already
so torn and de-stuffed that they are
rapidly heading for the trash. But
her sacred Booda cow is still intact. We put it in her crate
each night. We found a fantastic soft Frisbee that she loves
to play retrieve with outside.
She spends most of her time on her own bed on the floor but
has been know to get on the couch with us! - she wants cud-
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dles a lot. Even when she is on the floor she likes her bed at
our feet so she can lie on our feet. We have been crating her
at night - she is doing really well with not soiling in the
house. We have had 3 accidents in the 10 days. The first
was within 10 minutes of getting home the first night -- but
she was just so excited she couldn't help it.
She is doing OK with the cats but we have a little ways to
go yet - she wants to play with them but they don't!!. Of
course they have only been together a couple of days
because we took Tika to New Hampshire.
I do think she misses having a dog friend. We met a couple
of dogs on walks in New Hampshire and she play with one
of them for a while. Also, we just discovered that our neighbor in Maynard has a new, 4 month old Husky mix called
Jesse. Jesse and Tika played in their yard for about 20 minutes just running and chasing each other. They are well
matched for size (at least for now). I am hoping that the two
can play again - perhaps fairly regularly.
Thank you once again for the care and love you gave her
when she was with you.
Karen” - (written to Wendy Daigle, Tika's foster mom) D
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